the mice to alter their surroundings to suit their needs and offers them a sense of control over their environment, two key objectives in reducing stress with successful enrichment.
The challenge of providing effective enrichment to mice is to ensure that it allows for normal behavioral opportunities. Studies are ongoing to further identify the behavioral needs of mice in the laboratory environment. Bio-Serv offers many innovative choices of environmental enrichment devices and edibles to fulfill the present and future needs of mice and other laboratory animal species.
Company profile
With more than 37 years of experience, Bio-Serv can assist customers in achieving their environmental enrichment and treatment goals. Our well-trained professional staff, which includes two PhD nutritionists and a veterinarian, is available full-time to help our customers meet their specific needs.
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introduced. Sheltering devices can be a solution to aggressive behavior or can exacerbate the situation. A change as s imple as using a disposable paper shelter, such as the Bio-Hut ™ (Fig. 3) or Bio-Corner Hut ™ , instead of a non-disposable one, such as a polycarbonate tunnel, hut or igloo, can have a positive result. Other suggestions for reducing aggression include adding an exercise opportunity such as the Fast Trac ™ 
Mice have touch-sensitive body hairs and are thigmotaxic, meaning that they prefer to stay in close contact with walls or objects 5 . Even in a safe environment, they will hug walls when they move about. Their fur can feel the presence of surfaces against their bodies, and their whiskers are highly sensitive and can detect the slightest tactile changes. Providing them a sheltering device encourages them to move about the microenvironment of the cage. Mice also have an aversion to drafts and to cold and will seek shelter to secure warmth 5 . The Guide dictates that the temperature range for rodents should be maintained at 68-79 °F (ref. 1). Mice become thermally stressed at 64-68 °F and will huddle when they are chilled 6 . Providing mice a shelter or nesting opportunity allows for better thermoregulation and reduces stress as a research variable.
Nesting
Several studies have shown that the addition of nesting material to mouse cages is a highly effective form of enrichment 7 . Nest-building is a very detailed activity that includes digging or hollowing the material, warming the substrate with their body heat, hollowing or burrowing, sorting the materials, expanding the substrate and weaving the material methodically 2, 7 . Nesting materials that allow for all these activities are commercially available. Nest building is not only for breeding females who construct nests for their offspring but also for non-breeding rodents, including males. Nesting material allows 
